
Sivagurunadha Swamy Temple, Sivapuram

Apellations of Lord Siva: 

Sivapuranadhar. 

Apellations of Devi:  Aryambal, Singaravalli, Periyanayaki.

Sacred Tree of the temple: Senb

Sacred Tank of the temple: Chandhra Pushkarani.

Sivagurunadha Swamy Temple, Sivapuram 

:  Sivagurunadhar, Sivapureeswarar, Brahmapureeswarar, 

Aryambal, Singaravalli, Periyanayaki. 

Sacred Tree of the temple: Senbagam (michelia Champaka) 

Sacred Tank of the temple: Chandhra Pushkarani. 

 

Sivagurunadhar, Sivapureeswarar, Brahmapureeswarar, 

 



 Sivapuram is a picturesque village five kilo meters southeast of 

Kumbakonam in the Thanjavur District of Tamil Nadu. The Arisil River flowing 

nearby adorns this village. The ancient Siva temple in this village is the 67
th

 

sthalam in the order mentioned in Thevaram on the southern banks of Cauvery. 

Kuberapuram, Bhoo kayilayam and Shenpagaranyam are the other names of the 

village.  Sivagurunadha Swamy temple is situated in the midst of the village facing 

the east.This temple is 1000 to 2000 years old built by Chola Kings. The temple is 

embellished with a five tired rajagopuram (gateway tower) and two paved 

corridors around the sanctum sanctorum. There was a flagpole next to the 

Rajagopuram, which does not exist now. On the right side there are the Vasantha 

mandapam and a shrine for Kalabairavar facing the south. When we walk past the 

second entrance we see the idols of the sun and moon God facing the deity. 

 Circumambulatory paths are very wide. The business community from 

Chettinad has had the temple renovated exquisitely with granites. Lord Ganesha in 

a dancing pose,Dakshinamurthy and Lingothpavar, Brahma and Durga adorn 

niches of the outer walls of the sanctum sanctorum. 

 Lord Vishnu worshipping Shiva in the form of white boar is depicted 

beautifully as an embossed sculpture on the wall adjacent to the idol of 

Dakshinamurthy. There are shrines for Lord Ganesha, subramanya and 

Gajalakshmi in the first circumambulatory path.The huge Sivalingam in the 

sanctum sanctorum and the serene atmosphere prevailing in the Ardha Mandapam 

fill our hearts with a supernal feeling. Devi Singaravalli’s shrine is in the front 

Mandapam facing the south. The idols of four great saivaite saints and Paravai 

Nachiyar are on the opposite side of the idol of Nataraja and His consort Sivakami. 

 Legends 

  To get Lord Shiva's audience requires mental and physical purity; this 

was defied by Ravana when he sought an audience with the Lord himself at his 

abode in mount Kailash. When Nandi Deva, Shiva’s mount stopped Him, Kubera, 

the authority for wealth supported Ravana without knowing the fact and incurred 

the curse of Nandi Deva. Consequently, he was born in Sivapuram as Dhanapathy 

an avaricious king in his next birth. His capital was Senbagairuppu near 



Sivapuram. One day when he came to worship Shiva he spotted a copper plate near 

the gomukham in the northern corridor inscribed thus. 

 “When Maha Sivarathri and Pradosham fall together on a Monday a male 

child, without any scar on his body should be sacrificed. The child should be cut 

with a sword, his parents holding the head and feet and Lord Shiva must be 

anointed with that blood. The person who performs this rite is sure to acquire a lot 

of wealth.” 

 Dhanapathi’s avarice prompted him to perform that cruel rite and a poor 

Brahmin’s child became the scapegoat. The child was cut with a sword, his parents 

holding the head and feet. The child prayed earnestly to the Goddess Singaravalli, 

who in turn pleaded with Lord Siva to save the child. 

 Lord Shiva then revealed that He did all this to redeem Kubera from his 

curse and Kubera regained his position. Celestial King Indira and his consort 

Indrani came down to earth as parents and the child was Agni Deva  (God of fire). 

There are three Sivalingams in the eastern corridor of the temple symbolizing this. 

Even now we can see blood stains on the upper portion of the Lingam bearing 

testimony to this event. The child is enjoying eternal bliss in the form of a parrot in 

the lower left hand of Goddess Durga shrined in the northern corridor. 

As per the legend associated with this temple, Lord Vishnu’s Varaha incarnation 

was the result of a curse laid on Him by Nandhideva. When Lord Vishnu came to 

pay obeisance to Lord Siva at the temple, Nandhideva came in the way. [One could 

not have had darshan of Sivagurunadhar from the gate before the temple was 

renovated.] Lord Vishnu asked him to move from his position, which annoyed 

Nandhideva and resulted in an altercation between the two. This ended with 

Nandhideva cursing Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu, after taking a dip in the sacred 

Varaha tank, worshipped Lord Sivagurunadha with lotus flowers to be redeemed 

from His curse. As there was no relief, He sought Lord Siva’s counsel. Lord Siva 

advised Him to commence the worship in a place where Lord Siva is in the 

company of Rahu and Guru. Acting on Lord Siva's counsel, Lord Vishnu 

worshipped Lord Dakshinamurthy, sitting in the company of Rahu, in the southern 

corridor of Sivapuram Temple and was thus redeemed from His curse. The serpent 



adorning His neck is seen near His feet in this temple. This is a rare combination 

nowhere else to be seen. 

  There was a temple for Mahavishnu at Malayappanallur, a nearby 

village en route from Kumbakonam to Sivapuram. The sacred Varaha tank still 

exists and on the western side of the tank there is a stone pillar with the inscription 

of Sangu and Chakram at the ground level.  

 Bhooma Devi [The Mother earth] collected the soil on Lord Varaha’s (one 

of the ten incarnations of Lord Maha Vishnu) body and made a Shivalingam of it 

and worshipped in this temple. 

 Lord Kal Bairav 

 This temple has a separate shrine for Kala Bairavar. The unique feature of 

this ‘Kal Bairav’ is that His sanctum is facing the south and His dog is to His left 

looking upwards, licking the skull in the Lord’s left hand. It is believed if we 

narrate our woes to the dog; the canine conveys our pleas to the Lord by licking the 

skull. The temple does not have a separate shrine for Navagrahas as Lord 

Kalbairav encompasses twenty seven stars, nine planets and twelve zodiac signs. 

He is the repository of grace and the wishes of His devotees are readily granted. 

Vidhyadhiraja, paternal grandfather of the great saint Adisankara hailed 

from this village and hence he named his son ‘Sivagurunadhan’. 

 It is also believed that for each foot under the earth there is one sivalingam 

in this holy village. Sage Gnanasampandhar and other venerated saints, cognizant 

of this, reached the temple by ‘Angapradakshinam’ [rolling around the temple 

precincts with folded hands above the head wearing wet clothes] so that their feet 

did not touch the ground of the holy village. To avoid stepping on the holy soil of 

the village the saints stood on the banks of the other side of the river and sang 

hymns in the praise of Lord Sivagurunadha. Sage Gnanasampandhar has 

mentioned in his hymn about Lord Mahavishnu‘s worship of Lord Sivagurunadha 

in His Varaha incarnation. This place is called ‘Swamigal Ghat’. Lord 

sivagurunadha in this temple is Swayambu( self manifested).Saint  

Arunagirinadhar has praised Lord Muruga of Sivapuram in his celebrated hymn 

‘Thiruppugazh’. 



 The great sage Pattinathar’s sister, who is infamous for trying to poison him, 

lived in this village. There is a small temple for Lord Ganesha in front of her house 

called ‘ Pattinathu vinayakar’ temple in which a statue of the sage is also seen in 

the sitting posture. 

 A beautiful Nataraja idol of this temple was smuggled to The United States 

and was restored after a stiff legal battle. 

We come across a huge banyan tree en route to Sivapuram from Kumbakonam 

which shrines Lord Ganesha as‘Akasa Vinayagar’. The aerial roots of this tree 

have descended so close that Lord Vinayaka’s chamber appears like a cave. It is 

believed Lord Ganesha here is also self manifested. 

Important Festivals celebrated in this temple; 

Tamil New Year, Aniththirumanjanam, Ganesh Chathurthi,Skandha Sashti, 

Karthikai Somavaram, Karthikai Dheepam, Maha Sivarathri and Panguni Uthiram. 

Every year on the 4
th
, 5th and 6th of the Tamil month ‘Sithirai’ the rays of the sun 

illuminate Lord Sivagurunadha and the Sun God is propitiated on these three days. 

On the eighth day of the waning moon ‘homam’ and special poojas are performed 

for Lord Kal Bairav. 

Contact Number: 9865306840 

This temple has four worships: 

Morning: 8.30 A.M to 9A.M 

Afternoon: 12.00P.M to 12.30 P.M 

Evening: 5:30 P.M to 6.00 P.M, Night: 7.30 P.M to 8.00 P.M 

Courtesy:Malathi Jayaraman 


